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Letters to the editor- Contents 
Our Answer to the Question 
I must write to commend you for your 
forthright, cogent, and restrained editorial 
about the American flag in the Brethren in 
Christ sanctuary [October 10]. 
I feel that your editorial is one answer to 
the Pilgrimage Pageant's question, "Who 
are the Brethren in Christ?" - we are 
people who refuse to confuse patriotism 
and worship. 
Maybe it would be a good feature in 
coming issues to print other answers to 





would like to take this opportunity to 
w.nment on your editorial [October 10] 
concerning the United States flag in the 
church auditorium. I have never made an 
issue of it, but from time to time I have 
noticed my own feelings of alienation 
caused by the flag in a church. I am a 
citizen of Canada but a permanent resident 
From the Editor 
Some issues of the Visitor are "heavier" than others, 
with articles that lean towards ideas rather than persons. 
This issue may seem to be slanted to the idea side and thus 
seem "heavy." 
The two lead articles are rooted in Scripture and deserve 
our reading and may well prompt discussions at the 
congregational level. You may wish to delay discussion or 
judgment on "Church Discipline" until the concluding 
part appears in the December 10 issue. 
The editor has an exchange subscription with Good 
Words, the official paper for the Brethren in Christ Church 
in Rhodesia. Even though I can read only a part of the 
paper I am impressed with it. 
Of special interest is a news letter which always 
accompanies my copy. Let me share two items from this 
news sheet. 
We are all aware of the unrest in Rhodesia and to a 
lesser extent aware of the effect this has had on the people 
and the church. One of the interesting facets of this unrest 
is a market increase in the sale of Bibles. The news items 
stated that "Mr. Hock [Elwyn Hock, Manager, Matopo 
Book Store] reports that more Bibles are being sold than 
we are able to replace in all our shops." Mr. Edmund 
Nkala, manager of the Bookstore at Gwanda, reports that 
although sales of educational materials are down because 
of the closing of schools, the increased sales of Bibles and 
Bible study materials make up for these losses in sales. 
The PEN Rhodesia Centre 1978 Kingstons Literary 
awards have been announced. The Ndebele Award went to 
Mrs. Barbara Nkala. Mrs. Nkala is the author of the 
serial story which appears in Good Words. Our con-
gratulations to the editor and staff of Good Words for 
including a writer of this quality among the contributors. 
Congratulations as well to Mrs. Nkala. 
of the United States. I expect certain 
aspects of alienation because of that status, 
but I don't see the need for this to be 
symbolized by a flag in the church. I'm 
glad for your thoughts on the subject and I 
appreciate this stance. 
Eldon J. Sheffer 
Ashland. Ohio 
Deeply Hurt 
1 started several times to write to you 
and to try to express my feelings of heart-
ache after reading your recent editorial 
"On the Worship or God" [October 10]. 
It is quite evident that the American flag 
means something different for you than it 
does for me. 
As a nonresistant. 1 have been privileged 
to enjoy a Christian status and service 
channel under the National Colors, that no 
other country on earth offers its Citi-
zens—except possibly Canada. 
I confess I am not a pacifist. To me it is 
not the spirit of Christ to utter defiance to 
the rulers of our land whom Jesus taught 
us to respect. But it is my duty to pray for 
them, and "be subject for conscience 
to page seven 
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This is the time of year when finance committees 
prepare congregational budgets, church boards recom-
mend them, and congregational councils approve them. 
Each of these steps in the preparation of congregational 
budgets needs to be an act of faith and an expression of 
brotherhood. 
Let me suggest four factors in budget building: 
Inflation: Inflation has almost become a way of life. 
Until there is a way found to control it, inflation must be 
taken into account in our budget building. Basically this 
means that unless our new budgets reflect an increase 
equal to inflation we are actually giving less than the 
previous year. 
There are elements of a budget which will automatically 
reflect inflation—utilities, maintenance, insurance. We 
need to be concerned about those elements in the budget 
which are more nearly under our discretion—salaries and 
denominational ministries. These need to be reviewed in 
light of inflationary trends. 
Vision: The preparation of a congregational budget may 
be a very routine task and its approval routine as well. Or 
it may be an exciting moment in the life of a congregation 
not unlike a spiritual experience. 
Budgets must be more than last year's budget or last 
year's giving plus an inflation factor. The ministry oppor-
tunities of the local congregation, the budgets approved at 
the General Conference, and the awareness of world-wide 
needs and opportunities must become a part of budget 
building. 
If the budget is a "comfortable" one it is unworthy of 
those who make much of faith and mission and 
evangelism. A budget should be "beyond our ability" in 
order that faith and sacrifice are integral ingredients of it. 
Priorities: One of the more demanding tasks of budget 
building is the manner in which funds are allocated. What 
share of our budget is devoted to the local program? How 
much goes to General Conference ministries and how is it 
allocated among the several agencies? 
A congregation is free to determine the amount of its 
budget which goes to General Conference ministries. This 
freedom must be exercised within the context of 
brotherhood. General Conference meets and reviews 
programs and approves budgets—sometimes with a degree 
of enthusiasm and unanimity. This approval carries with it 
the responsibility to support the decision when con-
gregational budgets are built, approved, and met. 
The 1979 budget, as approved by the General 
Conference, calls for $1,217,000 for the operational 
budgets of General Conference ministries. Using giving 
growth patterns of most recent years to determine our 
total giving for 1979, we will need to allocate between 
fifteen and sixteen percent to the operational budget of the 
General Conference ministries (In 1977 the percentage 
given to these ministries was slightly less than fourteen 
percent.) 
It would be a proper exercise for each congregation to 
determine the amount of its budget which is going to 
General Conference ministries and if it is less than fifteen 
percent to look again at this part of the budget and, as 
well, the total amount of the budget. 
Another way would be to determine the per member 
giving required to support the action of General 
Conference. If 1978 church membership growth compares 
to recent years we could expect our membership at the end 
of this year to be around 14,700. This would call for a per-
membership giving for General Conference ministries of 
approximately $85.00. Using this method, a congregation 
of 50 members should have approximately $4250 in that 
portion of the budget identified for General Conference 
operational ministries—Missions, Benevolence, Board of 
Christian Education. Messiah College, Niagara Christian 
College, Ministerial Training and Men's Fellowship. 
These calculations would need further refinement to see 
that each agency receives its fair and needed share. Church 
agencies are not unlike the members of the body—some 
are smaller and less noticed. But these smaller and less 
noticed are vital to the health of the body. When their 
budgets are not met the whole body suffers. 
I know that percentages and per member "quotas" are 
not 100% equitable. Some find it difficult to carry their 
share based on these methods. Others need to carry much 
more (Dr. Andrew Blackwood, one of my seminary 
professors, held up 50 percent as the goal for non-
congregational giving). 
The fact remains that each congregation—whether its 
membership is ten or in the hundreds—must do real heart 
searching to determine if it needs to exercise more faith 
and brotherhood when it comes to the denominational part 
of the budget. 
Sacrifice: Budgets for General Conference ministries are 
not raised by passing resolutions at General Conference. 
Nor are these budgets met by placing figures on a 
columnar pad or applying percentages. These budgets are 
met as congregational budgets are prepared in faith and 
supported by sacrifice. 
Writing editorials, as the approval of budgets, is 
relatively easy. The more difficult part is for me to increase 
my giving by one or two or more percent of my income in 
1979. If this would become our giving pattern for 1979, 
local and denominational programs would be funded. If 
we expect the other person to do it, the promises made at 
General Conference will not be kept. 
Let us build our budgets so that the question raised 
again and again during the historical pageant "Who are 
these Brethren in Christ?" may find an answer. "They are 
faithful stewards of both the grace and blessings of God." 
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"But if any one has the world's 
goods and sees his brother in need, 
yet closes his heart against him, how 
does God's love abide in him?" 
I John 3:17 
Why the Stigma on Benevolence? 
LeRoy B. Walters 
" W e have reached a ripe old age 
and the world is not prepared for our 
c o m i n g . " 
This r a the r start l ing s ta tement was 
m a d e by a resident of Messiah Village 
in his mid-eighties , who is very alert 
and discerning. 
M u c h admoni t ion has been given to 
the aging m e m b e r s in our society and 
church. They have been given eight 
easy ways to grow old graceful ly. 
B o o k s and p a m p h l e t s have been 
writ ten on re t i rement . Poli t icians have 
sought favorable legislation for senior 
c i t i zens—some out of a sincere desire 
to be helpful and some to obtain a few 
more votes. Medical science is con-
stant ly a t t empt ing to prolong life. 
S o m e o n e has aptly said, " W e have 
learned how to add years to life but 
have failed to add life to years . " 
It is high t ime for the Brethren in 
Chr is t to t a k e a closer look at the real 
plight of her aging members . Par t of 
t h e d i l e m m a is c a u s e d by t h e i r 
growing number s in a youth-or iented 
society. W h e r e do they fit in? If they 
are active and product ive they are 
c r o w d i n g t h e l a b o r m a r k e t a n d 
depriving a younger person a fair 
chance to achieve. If they retire and 
" t a k e it e a s y , " they are likely to be 
regarded as a paras i te ei ther by society 
or their own se l f - judgment . 
There are also s tubborn economic 
factors . T h e hard-earned dol lars they 
The writer serves as chaplain of the Messiah 
Village and pastor of the congregation which is 
developing there. 
T h e Brethren in Christ have two retirement 
facilities: Messiah Village near Mechanicsburg, 
PA, has retirement living facilites as well as 
nursing care. Upland Manor, Upland. CA, is a 
retirement living facility under the administra-
tion of the Pacific Regional Conference. 
saved through Social Security or in 
private investments only go about half 
as far in their purchasing power as 
they did when earned . T h e spiral of 
inf la t ion keeps on go ing u p w a r d . 
S o m e of the most pathet ic individuals 
a re our older members whose financial 
resources are rapidly depleting. They 
are somet imes informed by a relative 
or by someone with the power-of-
a t torney that by a certain t ime their 
funds will be depleted. This informa-
tion is given to them at a t ime in life 
when they can do little or nothing 
about it. The rapid increase of health-
care costs and the growing probabil i ty 
of their need during the aging process 
put the residents in a financial bind 
that is hard to bear . Older people have 
personal p roblems , too. Dr . Clyde 
N a r r a m o r e , in a recent T .V. interview, 
lists them as follows: 
Feeling of aloneness. 
Feeling of uselessness. 
Concern about finances. 
P rob l ems of failing health. 
Prospect of death. 
I would add a sixth. There is often a 
feeling of uncertainty about their 
relat ionship with God and anguish 
over their sins. These problems plague 
older people whether they are in-
sti tutionalized or not . 
M a n y of these problems come to 
our senior citizens at a t ime in life 
when they are grieving over the loss of 
a spouse, when many of their fr iends 
and peers have left them, when their 
physical processes have slowed down, 
and when they are living in ret i rement 
and have much t ime to think. At this 
t ime they are often called upon to 
m a k e ma jo r ad jus tments . 
What can the church do? The 
c h u r c h c a n p r o v i d e comfortable 
housing. This , the Brethren In Chris t 
have endeavored to do since the turn 
of the century. This is probably the 
most tangible and the easiest response 
to the needs of our aging members . 
O u r present facilities are convenient , 
comfor tab le , and at t ract ive. 
Our senior citizens need loving care. 
They need love. W e can provide ul tra-
modern facilities but if loving care is 
lacking our efforts are as an empty 
shell. Older people have the right to be 
understood. They are human beings 
a n d t h e i r p e r s o n h o o d m u s t b e 
respected. It is not always easy to 
understand them and be sympathet ic 
with them with their biological and 
psychological problems. Mos t of us at 
some period in our lives were not very 
lovable. 
W e need to offer them spiritual 
encouragement. Mos t of them are 
beyond " f l e sh ly lusts which w a r 
against the soul . " But there a re other 
severe t empta t ions . There is the t emp-
tation to grieve over forgiven sins of 
the past. The tempta t ion to indulge in 
self pity is of ten real and severe. The 
deep-down feeling that they are un-
wanted by the children for whom they 
sacrificed much is a subtle temp-
ta t ion—the feeling that they have been 
" d u m p e d " in an institution by their 
loved ones. 
In a very real sense the church is jus t 
as responsible for the spiri tual nur ture 
and encouragement of her members at 
this end of the spect rum as she is for 
the babes in Chris t . 
The New Tes tament church was 
ca l l ed u p o n to r e n d e r financial 
assistance to her members as needs 
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arose . W H O P U T T H E S T I G M A 
O N B E N E V O L E N C E ? T h e disposi-
tion to do good , to be he lpfu l , to care , 
and to share is at the very hear t of the 
gospel . Jesus went abou t doing good. 
" I t is m o r e blessed to give than to 
receive." Benevolence does not c rea te 
first-and second-class church member s . 
T h e d o n o r is in the s a m e class as the 
recipient . T h e ques t ion , " A m I my 
b ro the r ' s k e e p e r " was not divinely 
inspired. It c a m e f r o m S a t a n . T h e 
Bible does not say, "Blessed a re the 
aging for social security will t ake ca re 
of t h e m . " It does say, " D i s t r i b u t -
ing to the necessity of the s a in t s . " 
Benevolence in the early church was 
not ju s t some th ing a b o u t which they 
talked. W h e n the " p o o r sa in t s" had 
need in Je rusa lem ( R o m . 15:26) the 
churches of M a c e d o n i a and Acha ia 
begged Pau l to t ake offerings to them. 
They did not regard benevolence as a 
duty or obl igat ion. They regarded it as 
a privilege. T h e political and economic 
systems plus unfavorab le weather con-
d i t i o n s had m a d e the i r s i t u a t i o n 
a l m o s t u n b e a r a b l e . T h e y w e r e 
" s a i n t s " and they were " p o o r , " but 
they were no less saints than their 
benefac tors . 
T o d a y , in spite of all of our retire-
ment plans, insurances and other types 
of securi ty, there are saints , who 
through no fault of their own, are 
poor . They have a right to look to 
their b ro the r s and sisters for help 
without a feeling of d isgrace or a loss 
of self respect . 
W e must cont inue to look for ways 
and means of assisting those who have 
spent a l ifetime in service for Chr i s t 
a n d t h e c h u r c h . T h e B o a r d of 
Benevolence is the agency of the 
Brethren in Chr i s t Church that is 
assigned to this biblical task. T h e 
church is no m o r e benevolent than its 
const i tuency. Let us not ra t ional ize 
a w a y o u r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to o u r 
bro thers and sisters in Chr i s t . Let us 
again read I J o h n 3:17 and cheerful ly 
and liberally suppor t them. It is both 
biblical and spiri tual to be benevolent . 
Church Discipline 
Gene B. Chase 
A n d if you r b ro the r sins, go 
and reprove him in pr ivate ; if he 
listens to you , you have won you r 
b ro the r . But if he does not listen 
to you, t a k e one or two m o r e 
with you , so tha t by the m o u t h of 
two or th ree witnesses every fact 
m a y be con f i rmed . 
And if he re fuses to listen to 
t h e m , tell it to the church and if 
he refuses to listen even to the 
church , let h im be to you as a 
Gen t i l e and a t ax -ga the re r . T ru ly 
I say to you , wha tever you shall 
bind on ea r th shall have been 
bound in heaven; and whatever 
you loose on ear th shall have 
been loosed in heaven . 
Aga in I say to you, tha t if two 
of you agree on ea r th about 
any th ing tha t they m a y ask, it 
shall be d o n e for them by M y 
The wri ter is Ass is tan t Professor of 
Mathematics at Messiah College and a member 
of the Grantham congregation where he present-
ly serves as Secretary of the Church Board. 
November 25, 1978 
Fa the r who is in heaven. F o r 
where two or three have ga the red 
toge ther in my name , there I a m 
in their midst . 
Then Peter c a m e and said to 
H i m , " L o r d , how often shall my 
bro ther sin against me and I 
forgive him? U p to seven t imes?" 
Jesus said to h im, "1 do not 
say to you, up to seven t imes, but 
up to seventy t imes seven ." 
T h e church is not an a f t e r though t in 
G o d ' s plan, but par t of the mystery 
tha t God had in mind all along: Paul 
tells the church at Ephesus, " T h e 
mani fo ld wisdom of God (is) now 
m a d e known through the church . . . in 
accordance with the eternal purpose 
which H e carr ied out in Chr i s t Jesus 
our L o r d . ' " T h e church is Chr i s t ' s 
body, so a high view of the church is 
not opt ional for Chr i s t i ans . O u r socie-
ty is highly individualistic; as a result 
we Chr i s t i ans somet imes t ake the 
same a t t i tude of individualism: T h e 
Chr is t ian life is jus t " J e s u s and m e . " 
T h a t ' s wrong. T h a t ' s being squeezed 
into the world 's mold. The result can 
only be a low view of the church . 
Jesus only referred to the church 
twice in his minis t ry—in M a t t h e w 16, 
where H e says, " I will build my 
chu rch , " and in the passage above 
about church discipline. Thus on the 
au thor i ty of our Lord Himself church 
discipline mus t be seen as a central 
par t of church life, not a minor or 
o p t i o n a l i n g r e d i e n t . F o r t h e 
R e f o r m e r s as well, one of the m a r k s of 
the church was discipline rightly ad-
minis tered. 
But there is a d a n g e r — a grave 
d a n g e r — b e c a u s e the phrase "church 
disc ipl ine" con jures up in our minds 
the inquisi t ions of Spa in , or the witch 
hunts of Pur i t an New England . N o t 
even the te rm " e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n " is 
app ropr i a t e any more , for the word 
to page six 
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Church Discipline 
from page five 
" c o m m u n i c a t i o n " has changed its 
mean ing . It used to mean par t ic ipa-
tion or fe l lowship but now it means 
t a l k i n g t o g e t h e r or c o n v e r s a t i o n . 
C h u r c h discipline, as we shall see, is 
cer ta inly not cut t ing off lines of com-
munica t ion . W h a t then is church dis-
cipline? T h e quest ion is a very, very 
hard one. In looking for the answer , 
only broken men need apply . 
W h o is responsible for church dis-
cipline? In M a t t h e w 18, J e sus says 
s imply " I f a b ro the r sin. . . . " I believe 
tha t you and I a re responsible for 
church discipline, not the deacons 
on ly , a n d no t the p a s t o r s on ly . 
T h e r e f o r e I would like to give several 
scr ip tura l pr inciples for church dis-
cipline. 
Consider Yourself 
Cons ide r yourself first . In the very 
act of obeying Jesus by going to a 
b ro the r who has sinned, we can sin 
worse than our b ro the r by going with a 
w r o n g a t t i tude . 
A r e you judging? R o m a n s 14:13 
says, " L e t us not j u d g e one ano the r 
any m o r e , bu t r a t h e r d e t e r m i n e 
th is—not to put an obs tac le or a 
s tumbl ing block in a b ro the r ' s w a y . " 
M a t t h e w 7:5 says that we will be 
judged by the s a m e s t anda rd by which 
we judge , so it is impor t an t for us to 
t ake the log out of our own eye before 
we t a k e the tookpick out of a b ro the r ' s 
eye. 
H a v e you been guilty of the s a m e 
sin tha t you see in your brother? W e 
tend to react mos t to those p rob lems 
in o thers tha t we a re sensitive to 
because they a re in some measu re 
p rob l ems for us. If t ha t is the case, 
then we m a y need to ask forgiveness 
first.' Paul was a w a r e of this need for 
se l f - examina t ion , for he says to " l o o k 
t o y o u r s e l v e s , l e s t y o u t o o be 
t e m p t e d . " 4 If we take this seriously, 
we shall have deal t with the m a j o r 
objec t ion to church disc ipl ine—the 
objec t ion tha t it is rarely done in a 
spirit of love and humil i ty . 
A s you consider yoursel f , consider 
your a t t i tude . H a v e you cried about 
the ma t t e r ? T h e church in Cor in th 
b e c a m e a r r o g a n t instead of sor rowful 
for an i m m o r a l brother ." H a v e you 
born your b ro the r ' s sin as a burden? 
W e a r e t o " b e a r o n e a n o t h e r ' s 
burdens. '" ' If one m e m b e r of the body 
of Chr i s t suffers , all the m e m b e r s 
should suffer with h im. 7 Sin causes 
grea t suffering. Are you spiri tual? 
Those who are spiri tual a re to res tore 
a bro ther who has sinned. 8 Al though 
Pau l ' s descr ipt ion of a spiri tual man is 
in t e rms of fruit such as love, joy , 
peace, and patience,' ' the p r imary 
reason that he called the Cor in th ian 
church carna l was its divisions. W e ' r e 
not to g o to a b ro ther to correct him in 
an a t t i tude of "we correct them" 
— t h a t other g roup in the church tha t 
n e e d s c o r r e c t i o n . P a u l gives the 
following condi t ion for correct ing a 
brother : " I . . . am convinced that you 
. . . a re full of goodness , filled with all 
knowledge, and able also to admonish 
one a n o t h e r . " 1 0 
A s you consider yourself , pray. 
When S a m u e l the p rophe t addressed 
Israel, he said " F a r be it f rom me tha t 
I should sin against the Lord by 
ceasing to pray for y o u . " 1 1 As you 
consider yourself , consider Sc r ip tu re 
on the problem your bro ther faces. 
When Paul said that we are to be filled 
with all knowledge, he mean t for us to 
get the facts f rom the W o r d on the 
m a t t e r — t h e W o r d is prof i table for 
reproof as well as for doct r ine , correc-
t i o n , a n d i n s t r u c t i o n in 
r ighteousness . 
I have had to go to a b ro ther in the 
way that Jesus asks on several oc-
casions. A lways I went with much 
prayer and tears and brokenness . My 
body ' s wisdom forced me to fast , since 
I cou ldn ' t hold down a meal. I t ' s not 
an easy thing that Jesus is asking us to 
d o here. 
Go Privately in Love 
Secondly , a f te r you have considered 
yourself , go in love. ; 
Put on a hear t of compass ion , 
kindness, humil i ty , gentleness and 
pat ience; bear ing with one ano ther , 
and forgiving each o ther , whoever 
has a compla in t against any one; 
jus t as the Lord forgave you, so a lso 
should you. And beyond all these 
things, put on love, which is the 
perfect bond of unity. And let the 
peace of Chr i s t rule in your hear t s , 
to which indeed you were called in 
one b o d y . " 
And again , 
. . . the Lord ' s bondservant mus t no t 
be qua r r e l some , but be kind to all, 
able to teach, pat ient when wronged , 
with gent leness correct ing those who 
are in oppos i t ion , if pe rhaps G o d 
may gran t them repentance leading 
to the knowledge of the t ru th , and 
they may come to their senses and 
escape f rom the snare of the devil, 
having been held captive by him to 
do his will . 1 4 
P a u l w e n t t o b e l i e v e r s i n d i v i d u a l l y , 
w i t h w e e p i n g . 1 5 
If you have considered yoursel f , and 
gone in love and with gent leness , you 
must go privately. I can see th ree 
possible reasons for Jesus ' giving tha t 
as the first s tep in M a t t h e w 18. By 
going privately, you avoid wai t ing 
until the issue is such a big one tha t it 
is a public ma t t e r . Secondly , you 
respect a principle of the "c i rc le of 
o f f ense"—only those should be in on 
the problem who are a par t of the 
solution, who are initially jus t you and 
your bro ther . And thirdly, you mus t 
go privately because you may be 
wrong. If the facts are not as you saw 
them, how sad—and how s infu l—it 
would be if you first told a third par ty . 
I r e m e m b e r telling my fr iends that a 
Chr i s t ian lied. When I eventually told 
him that I thought he lied, he was wise 
not only to set me s t ra ight , but to 
remind me that I had a responsibil i ty 
to go to those to w h o m I had b o r n e 
false witness to correct the e r ro r . I t ' s 
pret ty hard , however, to g a t h e r up 
again words that have been sown to 
the wind. 
( to be concluded in December 10 issue) 
1 Matthew 18:15-22 
2 Ephesians 3:10-11 
3 Matthew 5:23, 24 
4 Galatians 6:1 
5 I Corinthians 5:1, 2 
6 Galatians 6:2 
7 I Corinthians 12:36 
8 Galatians 6:1 
9 Galatians 5:22, 23 
10 Romans 15:14 
1 I I Samuel 12:23 
12 II Timothy 3:16 
13 Colossians 3:12-15 
14 II Timothy 2:24. 25 
15 Acts 20:31 
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Church News 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
Enrollment at all t ime 
High 
Enrollment at Messiah College is at an all-
time high of 1,149 students, an increase of 52 
over last fall. This modest gain is significant in 
light of the declining college student population 
at the national level. 
Ron E. Long, Director of Admissions, says 
that the freshman class, which includes 11 
valedictorians, has 336 students and is the 
largest class in Messiah College history. 
The response of area adults to the Con-
tinuing Education course offerings shows a 
strong increase over last year. Although the 
regular classes began in September, registration 
for the final fall Continuing Education class was 
not completed until mid-October. 
The total college enrol lment includes 
students from 21 states, Washington D.C., and 
Letters 
from page two 
s a k e . " Even J e sus paid taxes to the enemy 
g o v e r n m e n t . N o t because he desired to 
encou rage kill ing, but because of du ty . 
People f r o m a l m o s t every coun t ry on 
ea r th would be so happy if they could t rade 
places with any of us who live unde r the 
flag of A m e r i c a . 
I ' m sorry you have ta rn ished the pages 
of our respected V I S I T O R with the dis tor-
tion of the pacifist phi losophy. I have been 
care fu l to apo log ize for you to those of 
your r eaders w h o m I know were deeply 
hur t as I was. 
T h e Brethren in Chr i s t d e n o m i n a t i o n 
has been put on record in W a s h i n g t o n as 
opposed to war , and a r e blessed with the 
benefit of abs ta in ing f r o m bear ing a rms . If 
I have a heavy hear t it is because some 
have ta rn i shed our good n a m e by having 
taken up a r m s , and accepted the benefi ts of 
a G . I . 
I feel that we a r e long past due for s o m e 
edi tor ia ls on ident i f iable holiness. Perfec t 
love will sett le the issue of " w h o is my 
n e i g h b o r . " 
E lam Dohner 
C l e a r w a t e r , F la . 
Not as Easy as W e Think 
I apprec ia ted your edi tor ia ls " A M a r -
tyr 's F a i t h " [ S e p t e m b e r 25] and " O n the 
W o r s h i p o f G o d " [ O c t o b e r 2 5 ] , 
S o m e t i m e s I w o n d e r whe ther it is really as 
easy to be a Chr i s t i an in the U . S . or 
C a n a d a as we think it is. W h a t if, for 
example , we really took a c lear , public 
s tand agains t the policy of de te r rence and 
the a r m s r ace—tne nuclear weapons , the 
M X missile system and the Tr iden t Sub -
mar ine? W h a t if, for example , we refused 
to pay for all of that (in taxes)? 
J o h n K. S t o n e r 
A k r o n , PA 
six foreign countries. Of the 1,149 enrolled, 860 
are boarding in Grantham campus residence 
halls and college-owned apartments, with the 
overflow being housed in private homes. 
The Philadelphia campus has 32 boarding 
students this year. Long says the goal is to 
increase the student population at the urban 
campus to 75 in 1979. and to 100 by the fall of 
1980. 
The combined goal of both the Grantham 
and Philadelphia campuses for the fall of 1979 
is to increase the freshman class to 375 
students. The long range goal for 1980 is to 
enroll 400 freshmen, with the total enrollment 
leveling off at 1,250. 
In keeping with the projected increases, 
the housing and dining room facilities at the 
Philadelphia campus, located adjacent to Tem-
ple University, have been increased by the 
purchase of adjacent buildings and extensive 
renovations. 
At the Grantham campus, construction has 
begun on a new residence hall. It will have 36 
one-and two-bedroom apartments on three 
floors. The construction schedule calls for the 
building to be ready for occupancy by the fall of 
1979. 
On Doctrinal Change 
I have read with apprec ia t ion Cur t 
Byers ' t hough t fu l art icle, " T h e Doctr ina l 
C h a n g e . " in the Augus t 10 Visitor. His 
art icle caught the significance and the 
inspira t ion of this Bicentennial Genera l 
Confe rence , which I am sure found a 
responsive chord in all those who had the 
privilege to a t t end , and that its inspirat ion 
could also be sensed by readers who were 
not there . 
In deal ing with " D o c t r i n a l C h a n g e , " 
Brother Byers cites two such changes , to 
faci l i ta te " a n active p rog ram of ou t reach 
and g r o w t h . " O n e was the r e c o m m e n d a -
tion which " c a u t i o n s against (but does not 
specifically forbid) the minister of f ic ia t ing" 
in the m a r r i a g e of divorced persons. 
Bro ther Byers feels that this is a case where 
we would be " m o d i f y i n g doc t r ine to fit 
pe r sons . " and he a rgues very convincingly 
to suppor t his view. 
T h e other " c h a n g e " which Brother 
Byers ment ioned is " t h e decision to allow 
d e a c o n s a n d p a s t o r s who have been 
divorced and remar r i ed to serve" in these 
posi t ions. This is really not due to a 
" d e c i s i o n " to this effect , but to the fact 
that we have no actual ruling to the 
con t ra ry ; a l though the qual i f icat ions, both 
for the minis ter and the deacon, as given in 
the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s to Confe rence , do 
include " c o m m i t m e n t to the lifelong bond 
of m a r r i a g e . " (This seems to present an 
a m b i g u i t y , s ince one w o n d e r s how a 
divorced person could have such a com-
mi tmen t . ) 
Brother Byers feels that divorced per-
sons should be permi t ted to serve in these 
posi t ions, and that this " i s a proper 
r e c o g n i t n n of our presence in a fallen 
world, and of Chr i s t ' s power to forgive and 
t r a n s f o r m . " Evidently he is in ag reement 
with the ma jo r i ty of the Confe rence body, 
since the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s were passed, 
and an a m e n d m e n t , which would have 
Conference News 
Allegheny 
October 22 was observed as Rally Day at the 
Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church with the 
Beaver Creek Quartet furnishing the music and 
Mrs. Audrey Brubaker ministering to the 
children in the Sunday school hour. An "old-
fashioned hymn sing" was held in the evening. • 
The Antrim congregation was host to the 
Board for World Missions on October 30 
through November 1. A Missions Rally was held 
on Tuesday night. October 31, for the Brethren 
in Christ churches in Franklin County. Roy V. 
Sider, recently returned from a visit to the 
church in Africa, was the featured speaker. • 
Rev. Andrew McNiven served as minister for 
the revival meetings held at the Big Valley 
Brethren in Christ Church November 2-12. 
The Cedar Grove congregation sponsored a 
Witness Stand at the Juniata County Fair. They 
offered an assortment of Christian books and 
gospel records for sale and distributed free 
literature and Scripture portions. • Glen 
Pierce, Secretary of Home Ministries, Brethren 
in Christ Missions, was the guest speaker at the 
to page ten 
d i s q u a l i f i e d d i v o r c e d p e r s o n s , w a s 
defea ted . 
Since these ac t ions were not final, but 
wil l r e q u i r e s e c o n d a c t i o n s a t nex t 
Confe rence , it might not be out of order to 
ques t i on the view t h a t d ivo rced and 
remarr ied persons may serve in these 
posi t ions. 
In a c c e p t i n g this view, I q u e s t i o n 
whether we a re correct ly applying Paul ' s 
ins t ruct ions in I T im . 3:2 and 12, in which 
a b i s h o p (a c h u r c h l eade r , T E V ) o r 
deacons were to be " t h e husbands of one 
wife" ; while those who had m o r e than one 
wife obviously were disqualif ied. 
Whi le the case of an individual who is 
divorced and remarr ied would not be 
identical with one who has a p o l y g a m o u s 
mar r i age , I am sure we would agree that 
the sin in both cases is the s a m e — a d u l t e r y . 
So how can we be sure that disqual i f ica-
t i o n , wh ich a p p l i e s in t h e c a s e of 
po lygamy, does not also apply in the case 
of divorce? A d a m Cla rke suggests that 
both s i tuat ions a re intended in Pau l ' s 
instructions; and Pas to r Rober t Ives gave 
us light on this quest ion in the C o n f e r e n c e 
discussion, when he said that in the early 
church, and in the first centur ies of the 
church, this restr ict ion did apply a lso in 
the case of d ivorce and remar r i age . M a y 
we not be guilty here of " m o d i f y i n g doc-
trine to fit pe r sons" or s i tuat ions? 
Would it not , therefore , seem a wise, as 
well as a scr iptural ly sound policy, to 
require that persons in these i m p o r t a n t 
posit ions of leadership, should be those 
who, not only give verbal assent to, but 
whose own lives, " in a fallen wor ld , " are 
examples of " c o m m i t m e n t to the l ifelong 
bond of m a r r i a g e " ? 
In conclusion, I am happy that Bro ther 
Byers is "h ighly opt imis t ic abou t the 
fu ture of our d e n o m i n a t i o n . " I am sure we 
have many m o r e such young people; and 
this helps me , as a near -oc togenar ian , to be 
more opt imis t ic a lso . 
C . W . Boyer 
Bal t imore , M D 
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Famed Masaya Market , tourist attraction where handcrafts 
were purchased, lies in ruins following the bombing of the town 
by government forces. 
Amid Civil Disorder 
A gathering in Juigalpa on Sept. 24, where ten persons were 
baptized. Juigalpa first came into the Brethren in Christ family 
of names in 1977 . . . now Bert Sider is calling Juigalpa a 
"mother church." 
Nicaragua: A Suffering Church 
Bert Sider 
O n o u r first S u n d a y b a c k in 
N i c a r a g u a (Sep t . 10) we were an-
t ic ipat ing ge t t ing our churchwide ac-
tivities back into full swing. A s we 
prepared to leave for one of our 
churches near M a s a y a , our expectan-
cy was sha t te red by a te lephone call 
f r o m a m e m b e r relat ing to us the 
a r m e d activi t ies of the previous night . 
Since then N i c a r a g u a has been in a 
civil war . A few hundred declared 
Marx i s t s suppor ted the nat ional work 
s t r ike (which was inst i tuted by the 
coun t ry ' s " c a p i t a l i s t s " ) by leading 
mi l i ta ry ope ra t i ons to t ake five towns. 
T h e upris ings would have been quickly 
squelched if it had not been that the 
insurgents immedia te ly received the 
popular suppor t of the people in all 
five towns in an a t t emp t to wrench 
power f r o m N i c a r a g u a ' s d ic ta to r . 
Every mi l i ta ry method avai lable to 
the a r m y was used to ove rcome the 
popu la r rebel l ion. When each city was 
re taken by the a r m y , " m o p u p " act ion 
were used, which included house- to-
house searches and the immed ia t e 
execut ion of all " s u s p i c i o u s " persons. 
M a n y r e p o r t s w e r e r e c e i v e d o f 
The writer is superintendent of the Brethren 
in Christ Missions in Nicaragua. He, with his 
wife Marian, and sons. Nathan and Matthew, 
recently returned to Nicaragua from a short 
furlough during which they were in attendance 
at the General Conference. 
penet ra t ion by the a r m y into rebel 
s t rongholds by the use of t anks and 
g roups of women and children forced 
to march in f ront as a protect ive 
device for soldiers. This, coupled with 
the use of bombing and strafing raids 
led to very high casual t ies . ,ln one 
s u m m a t i o n , the British Broadcas t ing 
C o r p o r a t i o n f rom London stated that 
" few t imes has history seen an a r m y 
defend the interests of one man so 
thoroughly over those of the popula-
tion as in the case of N i c a r a g u a . " 
Al though the nat ional s t r ike has 
ended a f t e r four weeks of pressure on 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t , m a n y s m a l l 
merchan t s are bank rup t and the rest 
are plagued with a decline in sales, as 
the only real purchases being m a d e 
now a re for food. The si tuat ion is 
c o m p l e x and i n d i c a t i o n s a r e t h a t 
before things get better , they will get 
worse. A s sales decline, more and 
more heads of families will be thrust 
out of work , and N i c a r a g u a doesn ' t 
have u n e m p l o y m e n t insurance . 
Despite the gloomy picture in the 
political and economic sectors , the 
church th roughou t N i c a r a g u a has 
been a n d even n o w is s h o w i n g 
r e m a r k a b l e s t rength . Uni ted effor ts to 
meet the food crisis were ini t iated. 
C E P A D , an evangelical social action 
commi t t ee , responded quickly to the 
problem. O n e million pounds of rice, 
beans , oil, corn , and powdered milk 
were requested and sent f rom Uni ted 
S t a t e s o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o h e l p a s 
C E P A D under takes the feeding of 
countless thousands th rough church 
and c o m m u n i t y commi t t ees . 
T h e Brethren in Chr i s t responded 
quickly to the immedia te crisis with 
$5,000 f rom Wor ld Hunger F u n d s t o 
help purchase food for the two-week 
interval be fo re food f r o m the Uni ted 
S ta tes can arrive. Th i s i m m e d i a t e 
cont r ibut ion on our behalf will be 
Deacon Julio (left) and Pastor Juan Guitan 
(right of Santa Rosa get help from Rev. 
Enrique Palacios on how to form an 
emergency committee in their church. 
r e i m b u r s e d m a n y t i m e s over by 
C E P A D as t h e y h e l p f eed a p -
proximate ly 250 Brethren in Chr i s t 
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famil ies and church people over the 
c o m i n g m o n t h s u n t i l N i c a r a g u a 
re turns to n o r m a l . 
T h e N i c a r a g u a n Bre thren in Chr i s t 
Church held an emergency meet ing on 
S u n d a y , S e p t . 17 to e s t ab l i sh a 
N a t i o n a l E m e r g e n c y C o m m i t t e e , 
which in turn in fo rmed each local 
church how to set up an Emergency 
T a s k F o r c e to respond to each com-
m u n i t y ' s needs. Even the pas to r s were 
s u r p r i s e d to find t h e n u m b e r of 
famil ies wi thout food and work in 
their a r eas of responsibi l i ty . 
In one a r e a , the pres ident of the 
church , Rev. Enr ique Pa lac ios , re la ted 
tha t the deacon of his church and his 
seven dependen t s h a d n ' t ea ten for two 
days until a neighbor passed a plate of 
food over the fence to t hem. T h e r e a re 
count less t rag ic his tor ies , m a n y of 
which will never be revealed as the 
N i c a r a g u a n people suffer silently once 
again . 
F o r now, the churches a re repor t ing 
good a t t e n d a n c e in spite of the curfew, 
to which they a re ad jus t ing by holding 
early services. A neighbor ing pas to r 
has s ta ted , " I n these days there a r en ' t 
any a the is t s . . . everyone calls on the 
n a m e of the L o r d . " T o be fair to our 
congrega t ions and pas tors , they cer-
tainly were enjoying good g rowth 
before the t roub le b r o k e out . Overal l , 
our denomina t i on is at a ra the r high 
point as pas tora l and church t e a m s are 
coopera t ing qui te effect ively. 
One new church work , s tar ted in 
M a n a g u a , quickly g rew in a few 
m o n t h s to a b o u t 50 persons and rented 
facilit ies they a re using are a l ready 
being taxed to capac i ty on occas ion. 
T h e church at J u i g a l p a , a new a rea 
of Brethren in Chr i s t concen t r a t ion , 
has proved to be a s t imulus to the 
ent i re b r o t h e r h o o d . I ts g rowth has 
been rapid, to the extent t ha t the five-
month-o ld edifice is at t imes filled. In 
spite of the problems in the count ry , 
they moved ahead and baptized ten 
persons on Sunday , Sep t . 24—some 
f rom the " m o t h e r c h u r c h " of Ju iga lpa 
and others f r o m two offspring areas . 
As we talk with the Brethren in 
Chr is t Directive C o m m i t t e e about 
political uncer ta int ies , many of them 
a re quick to emphas ize that whatever 
comes, the church will cont inue to 
move ahead because the church is not 
of our mak ing ; it is built on the solid 
rock, Jesus . 
So, again we call for the church in 
a l l of t h e B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t 
fellowships to pray for N ica ragua . 
P ray for the very uncer ta in political 
s i tuat ion. P ray for the physical and 
mater ia l needs of the ent i re count ry . 
Pray that the church will cont inue to 
look to its Founde r and Builder for 
renewed s t rength and vitality. * * * 
A s a note, I desire to add tha t our 
missionaries here, a l though uncertain 
for a few days whether we should stay 
or leave the count ry (especially since 
most missionaries we know had left). 
were very gra te fu l knowing tha t we 
had the ent i re b ro the rhood backing us 
in prayer suppor t . Also , I mus t thank 
the Board for Miss ions who through 
Roy Sider , our overseas secretary, 
extended helpful guidelines and en-
couragemen t via te lephone dur ing the 
most critical periods. 
Nicaraguan Update 
W o r d f rom the Board for Miss ions 
office, E l izabe th town. Pa. , s ta tes t ha t 
m e m b e r s of the Brethren in Chr is t C h u r c h 
in N i c a r a g u a have been affected by the 
events there. M a n y have experienced loss 
of work and suffer f r o m lack of food. 
Bert Sider , super in tendent of the mis-
sion ef for t has been in touch with W i l m e r 
Heisey, Executive Secre ta ry , Board for 
Missions. In a te lephone call, S e p t e m b e r 
25, he s t a t e d t h a t the local c h u r c h 
leadership has responded admirab ly to t he 
needs and suffer ing of the church but a re in 
need of funds for the purchase of food. 
The Board for Miss ions released five 
thousand dol la rs of the Wor ld H u n g e r 
Fund for the purchase of food. Con tac t is 
b e i n g m a i n t a i n e d w i t h t h e c h u r c h 
leadership in N i c a r a g u a , i t is likely tha t 
more knowledge will reveal more need 
which will call for addi t iona l assis tance. 
BOARD FOR MISSIONS 
General Fund Statement 
Quarter Ended September 30, 1978 
Canadian Balance, June 30,1978 $ (849.38) 
USA Balance, June 30, 1978 (41,041.67) 
Canadian Receipts . 30,013.37 
USA Receipts . . 130,609.07 
Total Receipts and Balance .$118,731.39 
Disbursements 
Administration $28,772.87 
Special Services to Missionaries 10,944.32 
Information Services 7,798.66 
Technical Services 26.20 






Navajo Mission 2,988.41 
San Francisco 738.15 
Bronx 975.00 
Montreal Lake Children's Home 825.00 
Pharr 1,553.33 
Mission Churches 4,858.90 
Extension Churches 26,869.83 
Urban Ministries 4,799.72 
Christian Service Ministries 11,810.19 
Total Disbursements $184,040.36 
DEFICIT BALANCE, September 30, 1978 ($ 65,308.97) 
A t t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l M e e t i n g 
o f B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t f o l l o w i n g 
G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e t h i s s u m m e r , 
o n e c o n c e r n e x p r e s s e d w a s t h a t 
s o m e o f t h e y o u n g e r c h u r c h e s h a d 
n o t h a d a c l e a r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 
t h e C h r i s t i a n m e s s a g e t o i n c l u d e 
n o n - v i o l e n c e a n d n o n - r e s i s t a n t 
l ove . T h e N i c a r a g u a n r e p r e s e n -
t a t i v e , E n r i q u e P a l a c i o s , s h a r e d 
t h a t in N i c a r a g u a t h i s t e a c h i n g is 
i n c l u d e d a s p a r t o f t h e G o s p e l 
m e s s a g e . 
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Christmas Gift 
T h e 2 0 0 t h y e a r of the B r e t h r e n in 
Chris t C h u r c h will s o o n g o d o w n in 
history. Dur ing this pa s t yea r t he w o m e n 
of t h e E l i z a b e t h t o w n c o n g r e g a t i o n 
looked f o r a way t o ce leb ra te this an-
n i v e r s a r y a n d t h e i r h e r i t a g e . T h e i r 
ce lebra t ion t o o k the f o r m of a Bicenten-
nial P la te . 
T h e E l i z a b e t h t o w n , W o m e n ' s 
Fe l lowship t ook t h e c h u r c h symbol, t he 
cross, t he dove , t h e basin a n d towel , t o 
t he Wil ton C o m p a n y . T h e r e a m o l d was 
de s igned by a Wilton ar t is t—a col lect ion 
of A r m e t e l e p l a t e s w e r e s a n d cast. 
This is a limited edi t ion; t he s a n d m o l d 
will n o t b e u s e d a g a i n . S i n c e t h e 
El izabethtown c o n g r e g a t i o n ho lds t h e 
pa ten t , t he W o m e n s Fel lowship felt that 
t h o s e w h o s h a r e the i r interest in o u r 
c h u r c h ' s history s h o u l d have the o p p o r -
tunity t o have this p la te . 
S ince Chr i s tmas t ime is n e a r — a nice 
way to r e m e m b e r y o u r loved o n e s w o u l d 
b e to give t h e m a beaut i fu l A r m e t e l e 
P la t e a s a c h e r i s h e d r e m i n d e r of their 
h e r i t a g e . If y o u a r e i n t e r e s t e d in 
p u r c h a s i n g a p l a t e in t ime for Chr i s tmas 
s e n d y o u r o r d e r s a s s o o n a s possible 
b e c a u s e of limited supply . Cos t of t he 
p l a t e s a r e $ 1 2 (p lus 1 .50 fo r pos t age and 
insurance) . 
Q u e s t i o n s a n d / o r o r d e r s shou ld be 
sen t to: 
Mrs. J o h n Eyer 
W o m e n ' s Fe l lowship 
El izabethtown B r e t h r e n in Chris t 
C h u r c h 
El izabethtown, P A 1 7 0 2 2 
Cedar Grove members manning Chris-
tian Witness stand at Juniata County Fair. 
Fairview Avenue Church on Sunday, October 
29. Ken Letner, Associate pastor of the Lan-
caster Brethren in Christ Church, was the 
banquet speaker for the Fairview Avenue 
congregation's leadership banquet on October 
14. • Dr. Ernest Grosse was evangelist for a 
revival effort sponsored by the Five Forks 
Brethren in Christ Church. October 18-21 • 
The Grantham Brethren in Christ Church has 
gone to two Sunday morning worship services 
to accommodate the attendance. There is early 
worship service at 8:30 followed by Sunday 
school and a second worship hour at 11:00. 
The first service of Holy Communion to be 
held at the new Messiah Vil lage was observed 
on Sunday morning, October 1, with the pastor, 
LeRoy Walters officiating. • Walter Winger, 
The pastoral family of the Dillsburg 
Brethren in Christ Church—Robert and 
Elaine Ritter and children, Kelly and Joey. 
Rev. Ritter is the first pastor of the con-
gregation to serve on a full-time basis. 
pastor of the Carlisle Brethren in Christ 
Church, served as evangelist November 5-12 at 
the Montgomery Church. • Seven children 
were dedicated at a service of dedication at the 
Mt. Holly Springs congregation on Sunday, 
October 22. • A group of residents of the 
M e s s i a h Vi l lage shared in the morning 
worship service with the Mowersville con-
gregation on Sunday, September 10. The 
evening was a program of gospel music 
presented by the Stewarts from Elkton, Va. • 
The Messiah Col lege Players presented 
Pilgrimage, a pageant about the Brethren in 
Christ, at the New Guilford Church on Sunday 
evening, November 5. • The S -2 congregations 
of the Allegheny Conference, held their 19th 
annual Missionary Conference at the Spring 
H o p e Brethren in Christ Church, October 14 
and 15. 
Atlantic 
The El izabethtown congregation used the 
documentary presentation by Francis Schaeffer 
entitled. How Should We Then Live? as their 
Wednesday evening study resource. Lowell 
Mann and the pastor, Elbert Smith, lead the 
discussion sessions which followed the film. • 
The Fairland congregation was host to a joint 
missionary conference participated in by the 
Hummels town, Palmyra, and the Fairland 
churches . The c o n f e r e n c e was held on 
Wednesday eveing. and on the following Satur-
day evening and Sunday morning and evening. 
In addition to a number of missionaries who 
were present before the conference, the mis-
sions play. For Great Is Your Reward, was 
presented on Saturday evening prior to the 
message. The original cast that presented the 
play at General Conference presented the 
drama that evening. 
A 4-day revival effort. October 19-22, was 
sponsored by the Holden Park Brethren in 
Christ Church with John Woodhouse as the 
minister. • Sunday. October 15, was missions 
day at the Lancaster Church with guest 
ministers. Dan Farina, pastor of Fellowship 
Chapel, and George and Ethel Bundy, 
pastoral family of the Mt. Pleasant congregation. 
The Lancaster congregation also had an 
emphasis on the home and family October 27 
and 29 with the guest minister. Rev. Lane 
Hostetter, a former pastor of the Lancaster 
congregation. He was assisted by the pastoral 
team of the Lancas te r Church , Henry 
Hostetter and Ken Letner. • The Manheim 
congregation reports that two of their couples 
observed 61st wedding anniversaries during the 
month of October. Abram and Mabel Brandt 
on the 14th, and Roy and Emma Brubaker on 
the 17th. 
The Manor congregation had a missions 
emphasis on October 15-18 under the title, 
"Called to Commitment." A feature of the 
conference was the Monday evening home 
fellowships when members of the congregation 
had opportunity to meet at an informal level the 
missionaries and other guests present for the 
conference. The missionary drama, For Great 
Is Your Reward, was presented on Wednesday 
evening by a local cast. • Luke Keefer, Jr., 
a member of the faculty of Messiah College 
was the evangelist for a revival effort by the 
Refton Brethren in Christ Church November 5-
12. John Eyer was the m u s i c leader. 
A Children's Dedication service was held on 
Sunday morning, October 1, by the Shenks 
congregation at which time four children were 
presented by their parents in dedication to the 
Lord. The recently appointed pastor. Isaac 
Kanode, conducted the dedication service. • 
The Skyline View congregation sponsored a 
special program, observing the 200th anniver-
sary of the Brethren in Christ Church, on 
Sunday evening, October 22. Dr. Carlton 
Wittlinger, professor of History at Messiah 
College and Denominational Archivist was the 
speaker. 
Canadian 
A traditional Love Feast was observed by the 
Bertie congregation on Saturday, October 29. 
The speakers for the occasion were B i shop 
Emeritus E. J. Swalm, and Rev. Paul Nigh. 
Bishop Swalm was also the guest speaker at the 
Sunday morning and Sunday evening services 
following the love feast. • A forum on the 
"Dangers of Alcoholism in the Church" was 
held at the Ridgemount Church on Saturday, 
October 21. • Eugene Heidler, pastor of the 
Cedar Grove congregation in the Allegheny 
Conference, was the evangelist for revival spon-
s o r e d by the H o u g h t o n c o n g r e g a t i o n 
November 5-10. 
The Merr ington Church s i t e , n e a r 
Kindersley, Sask., was the scene of a dedication 
of a plaque marking the location of the first 
church building in that area built by the 
Brethren in Christ. The Brethren in Christ 
moved into the Kindersley area in 1906 and 
1907 to establish a colony. Rev. Isaac Baker 
was the pastor and bishop of this group and in 
to page eleven 
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1910 a meetinghouse was built. Due to doctrinal 
differences the church ceased its affiliation with 
the Brethren in Christ and became affiliated 
with the Church of the Brethren. (More details 
of the Saskatchewan Church can be found in Dr. 
Carlton Wittlinger's book, Quest for Piety and 
Obedience, page 324.) Mrs. Eunice Baker 
Fleming, daughter of Bishop Baker, unveiled 
the plaque at the commemorative occasion. 
Douglas Sider, pastor of the Massey 
Place congregation, Saskatoon, has been in-
formed by the International Christian Education 
Association that the Massey P lace Sunday 
S c h o o l is the fastest growing Sunday school in 
the province of Saskatchewan during 1978. • 
Dr. Harold Burgess, a member of the faculty of 
Asbury Theo log ica l S e m i n a r y se rved as 
evangelist for the R o s e b a n k congregation 
November 12-19. 
Central 
Dr. Kenneth B. Hoover was present with 
the Amherst congregation on Sunday, October 
29, to present a message on behalf of the 
Bre thren in Christ Missions with special 
emphas is on world hunge r and Christian 
stewardship. Dr. Hoover is a former faculty 
member at Messiah College and also a past-
chairman of the Board for Missions. • Revival 
services at the Beu lah Chapel , Springfield, 
Ohio, congregation were held on November 5-
12 with Henry A. Ginder as the evangelist. • 
Bill Miller from the West Milton. Ohio, was the 
youth speaker at a Youth Crusade held at the 
Christ ian Un ion congregation, October 7 and 
8. 
The Sunday morning service on October 15 
at the Fairview Church, Englewood, Ohio, was 
devoted to the theme of Christian marriage. A 
musical, composed and arranged by Derrick 
Johnson, entitled. "1 Promised to Love" was 
presented by four of the Fairview couples, 
Vemon and Betty Jean Martin, Vernon and 
Doris Martin, Raymond and Marjorie 
Niesley, and Ron and DeLaine Niesley. • 
Bill Miller who has been associated in the 
pastoral ministry at the Highland Church has 
accepted a position with the Cape Evangelical 
Bible Institute of Capetown, South Africa. He 
will be serving as a lecturer for the Institute. • 
Following the communion service on Sunday 
morning, the Highland Church observed a 
traditional Love-feast meal in the Fellowship 
Hall, after which the recognition was given to 
Harold and Mary Knies ly who have served 
for 2 5 years in the office of deacon at the 
Highland Church. Two hundred and forty-eight 
persons were present for the fellowship dinner 
and the recognition. 
The baby boom at the Mooretown Brethren 
in Christ is more like an explosion with three 
births to families of the congregation on one 
day, October 8. • The N a p p a n e e congregation 
held a couples' retreat on Sunday, November 5, 
with Dana and Nelda Snyder as resource 
persons. • The P h o n e t o n congregation 
received three members into fellowship of the 
congregation at a reception service on October 
20. • Marlin and Ruth Zook, on furlough 
from missionary service in Japan, and presently 
serving as the interim pastoral family for the 
Nappanee congregation were at the P leasant 
Hil l congregation for a missionary emphasis on 
Sunday, November 5. • Danie l Lenehan, a 
member and deacon of the Mountain View 
congregation, Colorado Springs, was a guest 
minister for the S i p p o Brethren in Christ 
Church on Sunday morning, October 15. 
Midwest 
The Bethany congregation. Thomas. Ok., 
served as host to the Hershey. Pa., Sojourners 
Club which visited them on Sunday. August 20. 
The Sojourners Club, composed mostly of 
retired people, meets regularly for purposes of 
outings and trips together. • Nine junior 
members of the Rosebank Brethren in Christ 
Sunday school, along with five adults, par-
ticipated in a 10-mile bike-a-thon to raise money 
for pews and carpeting for the church. A total of 
$301 was raised in this effort. • The Zion 
congregation held a Lay Witness emphasis on 
Friday-Sunday, November 10-12. They entitled 
this program. "Adventure in Discipleship." 
Pacific 
Paul Hill, pastor of the Lifeline Chapel, 
San Francisco, was a recent speaker on the 
prayer-time hour over radio station KEAR-FM. 
• The first worship service for the new church 
being planted in the W a l n u t - W o o d s i d e 
Vil lage area, with S a m Fisher as pastor, was 
held on October 1 with 55 persons present. • 
Jack Finley was installed as pastor of the 
Waukena congregation on November 19. 
Births 
B o h n Kristian Evan, born Oct. 4, to Ken and 
Sue (Pottiger) Bohr, Skyline View congregation. 
Pa. 
Bulgrien: Joshua Jon, bom Oct. 8, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Daniel Bulgrien, Mooretown con-
gregation, Mi. 
Darland: Jonathan Maxwell, born Sept. 28, 
to Paul and Karen Darland, Highland congrega-
tion, Oh. 
Doutrich: Emily Susan, bom Aug. 8, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Ray Doutrich, Fairland congregation. 
Pa. 
Draper: Kristen Sarah, bom Sept. 25, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Warren Draper, Rosebank congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Finkbiner: Jodi Beth, born Sept. 18, to 
John and Beth (Lofthouse) Finkbiner. Rosebank 
congregation, Ont. 
Groff: Daryl Shawn, born Sept. 25, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Groff, Lancaster congregation. 
Pa. 
Heikes: Alicia Miriam Marie, bom Sept. 22, 
to Harry and Jennifer Heikes, Cedar Grove 
congregation, Pa. 
King: David Matthew, born Sept. 6, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Levi King, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Kramer: Jason Alexander, bom Aug. 6, to 
Doug and Beth Kramer, Souderton congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Martin: Gretchen Marie, btm Sept. 19, to 
Mr. and Mrs. David Martin, Fairland congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Newman: Renee Lynn, born Aug. 25 to 
Rick and Lynda Newman, Wainfleet congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Pollard: Alan Renee, born Sept. 30, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Ken Pollard, Rosebank congregation, 
Ont. 
Ritchey: Gwen. bom Sept. 20, to Dennis 
and Joanna Ritchey, Big Valley congregation, 
Pa. 
Rohrer: Fred Kenneth, bom Aug. 5, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Rohrer, Zion congregation, Ka. 
Sider: Lavra Katherine, bom Oct. 9, to 
Richard and Martha Sider. Grantham congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Stuebing: Elizabeth Ann, bom Oct. 6, to 
Richard and Kathleen Stuebing, Grantham con-
gregation, Pa. 
Thompson: Melanie Marie, bom Oct. 8, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Thompson, Mooretown 
congregation. Mi. 
Tolene: Tagg Alan, bom Sept. 18, to Dale 
and Valerie Tolene, Skyline View congregation, 
Pa. 
Trainor: Steven Roy Ervin, born Oct. 8, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Trainor, Mooretown con-
gregation, Mi. 
Willow: Christiana Marie, bom Sept. 12, to 
Dean and Barbara Willow. Cedar Grove con-
gregation, Pa. 
Wolfe: Erin Leigh, born Oct. 13, to Glenn 
and Sue Wolfe, Palmyra congregation. Pa. 
Weddings 
Chamberl in-Lehman: Bernice, daughter 
of M r . a n d M r s . R o b e r t L e h m a n , 
Chambersburg, Pa., and Darwin, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lloyd Chamberlin, Waynesboro, Pa., Oct. 
14, in the New Guilford Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Marlin Lehman, Rev. Menno 
Sollenberger and Rev. Wilbur Besecker of-
ficiating. 
C l e m e n t s - S w e e n e y : D o n n a S u e , 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs Robert Sweeney, and 
Jimmy Ray, son of Mr. and Mrs. Evell Clements, 
both of Dayton, Ohio, Oct. 7, in the Phoneton 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. David P. 
Buckwalter officiating. 
Dixon-West: Denise, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert West, Massillon, Ohio, and Brian, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Dixon, Malvern, 
Ohio, Oct 7. in the Westminster United 
Presbyterian Church, Canton, Ohio, with uncle 
of the bride. Rev. Gilbert Thomas, and Rev. 
Donald Bartow officiating. 
Krol-Engle: Peggy Diane, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Oliver Engle, Abilene, Ks„ and Eelke, 
son of Ype Jan Krol, Lensden, Netherlands, 
Aug. 5, in the home of the bride's parents with 
uncle of the bride. Rev. A. V. Howland. of-
ficiating. 
Miller-Reigel : Lorry Ann Reigel and 
Richard Lee Miller, both of Harrisburg, Pa., 
October 14, at the Skyline View Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John Schock officiating. 
Poore-Engle: Janet Kay, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Delbert Engle, and Donald E„ son of 
Donald E. Poore, Sr., and the late Mrs. Poore, 
Oct. 14, in the Zion Brethren in Christ Church 
with uncle of the bride, Rev. A. V. Howland, and 
Rev. Paul Hess officiating. 
Rutherford-Stump: Barbara, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Willard Stump, Canton, Ohio, and 
Donald Rutherford, Williamsport, Pa., Oct. 7, in 
the Chapel of the Lakes, Canton, with Rev. 
Vemon Baily officiating. 
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Summer Service Seventy-eight 
F o r the pas t twelve s u m m e r s . Brethren in Chr i s t young 
people have volunteered to go in S u m m e r Service. They 
have served in c a m p i n g p rog rams , at chi ldrens ' homes and 
re t i r emen t centers , and at h o m e mission points . T h e 
en thus i a sm and abili t ies of these young people have 
m a t c h e d well with the needs of these church-re la ted 
p r o g r a m s . 
Th i s year , twen ty - four young people served at eight 
locat ions ac ross the U . S . and C a n a d a . On these two pages, 
they tell their own s tory in their own words. 
App l i ca t ions for S u m m e r Service s tar t arr iving in early 
spr ing. ( O n e appl ica t ion for s u m m e r , 1979, has arrived 
a l ready . ) T h o s e apply ing list a variety of reasons for 
wan t ing to go in s u m m e r service: 
I was part of the program last summer and it was really 
great. 
I want to develop my personality by stretching myself 
out into a situation like this, grow spritually by having to 
depend on God more, and I just think it's a really 
worthwhile way to spend some of my summer— 
worthwhile for the person I'll be serving, too. 
Not only do you meet new people and learn to relate to 
young people, adults, and children better, but you learn to 
know Christ a lot better. 
id learn true responsibility and how to cope with it, 
which could help prepare me for future plans. 
I need to be in more of a Christian atmosphere. When I 
heard about summer service, I knew it was an answer to 
prayer. 
/ want to dedicate my summer to the Lord and what 
better way than through the Summer Service program. 
A f t e r appl ica t ions are in, S u m m e r Service d i rec tor J o h n 
Yeat t s sets to work screening appl ica t ions and ma tch ing 
the needs of service points with the interest and abili t ies of 
volunteers . Soon , notices go out . 
" C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s on your acceptance into the s u m m e r 
service p r o g r a m . You will be serving at . . . dur ing the 
week of. . . 
O n c e they arr ive at their service locat ion, young people 
cont r ibu te in a n u m b e r of ways. This Y e a r ' s S. S e r ' s 
repor ted doing kitchen work (prepar ing and serving food , 
and c leaning up), paint ing, cleaning, mak ing b read , 
counseling, mak ing hay, visiting and doing activities wi th 
Messiah Villagers, doing odd jobs on main tenance , lawn 
work, laundry; visiting in the c o m m u n i t y , and organiz ing 
c a m p activities and c ra f t s . 
How do they feel about their weeks of service now tha t 
they ' re back h o m e again? Here ' s a s ample of c o m m e n t s 
received f rom s u m m e r service volunteers . 
Montrea l Lake Chi ldren 's H o m e 
Timber Bay, Sask . 
C a m p Lakeview 
Goodr ich , M I / 
Spring Lake Ret rea t 
Wur t sbo ro , N Y 
Kenbrook Bible C a m p 
Lebanon . PA Line Mission | Francisco, C A 
Messiah Village 
Mechanicsburg , PA 
N a v a j o Mission 
Bloomfield, N M 
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Summer Service Participants - 1978 
(Volunteers are listed along with home congregations and places of service.) 
S teve Alder fer 
Highland Park Congrega t ion-VA 
Kenbrook Bible C a m p 
Kelly Anderson 
Massey Place Congrega t ion -Canada 
C a m p Lakeview 
Kimberly Bert 
Mowersvil le Congrega t ion -PA 
Mile High Pines C a m p 
Cheryl Brubaker 
N a p p a n e e Congrega t ion - IN 
Mile High Pines C a m p 
Dale Brubaker 
Van Lear C o n g r e g a t i o n - M D 
Kenbrook Bible C a m p 
J a n Byer 
Upland Congrega t ion -CA 
Life Line Mission 
Dawn Cr ider 
Mowersvil le Congrega t ion -PA 
Spring Lake Re t r ea t 
Becky Eyer 
Upland Congrega t ion -CA 
C a m p Lakeview 
Gail H a r t m a n 
Five Forks Congrega t ion-PA 
C a m p Lakeview 
David Kanode 
Air Hill Congrega t ion-PA 
Nava jo Mission 
Jeanne Kershaw 
Upland Congrega t ion-CA 
Life Line Mission 
Karee Noel Krause 
Bethel C o m m u n i t y Congregat ion-M I 
Messiah Village 
Barb Niessen 
Massey Place Congrega t ion-Canada 
C a m p Lakeview 
Brenda O l d e n k a m p 
Upland Congrega t ion-CA 
Life Line Mission 
Cindy Oswald 
P a r a m o u n t Congrega t i on -MD 
C a m p Lakeview 
Nancy Petermun 
Wainfleet Congrega t ion-Canada 
C a m p Lakeview 
Silke Serzisko 
Massey Place Congrega t ion-Canada 
C a m p Lakeview 
Laura Smith 
Upland Congrega t ion-CA 
Life Line Mission 
R a m o n a Stoner 
Morning Hour Chapel Congrega t ion-PA 
Kenbrook Bible C a m p 
Lois Str i te 
Air Hill Congrega t ion-PA 
Kenbrook Bible C a m p 
Karen Sto t t lemyer 
Five Forks Congrega t ion-PA 
C a m p Lakeview 
Coreena Weisel 
Uniontown Congrega t ion -OH 
Messiah Village 
Lisa Wiebe 
Nappanee Congrega t ion- IN 
Mile High Pines 
Christ ian Eileen Weyer 
Mechanicsburg Congrega t ion-PA 
Montreal Lake Chi ldren 's H o m e 
" M y exper ience with S u m m e r Service is one that will 
r emain in my mind as a t r easured m e m o r y . It was 
a d i f fe ren t env i ronmen t up at San Franc i sco than I was 
used to, but I learned to try and accept people for who 
they were, instead of wha t they looked like on the outside. 
I had to learn to u n d e r s t a n d street kids and try and realize 
wha t it might have been like to be raised in a big city. I 
think mos t of all, I learned to apprec ia te the h o m e I was 
b rough t up in m o r e than ever. M y Chr i s t i an her i tage 
b e c a m e so prec ious to me. A t h o m e I of ten t ake my 
paren t s and fami ly for g ran ted and never think twice 
abou t how lucky I a m . If for no o ther reason, I apprec ia ted 
S u m m e r Service because it opened my mind to the riches 
I have within my reach because of having a Chr is t ian 
h o m e , having a church to worship at , and most 
of all, having the privilege of knowing personal ly 
such a w o n d e r f u l and loving G o d . " 
Jan Byer—Life Line Mission 
" I really en joyed S u m m e r Service. I met people I 
will never forget , met f r iends I never want to lose and 
learned to t a k e g rea t e r responsibil i t ies (which I 
really needed ) . " 
Coreena Weisel - Messiah Village 
" I t ' s ha rd to believe how in a few weeks so many 
th ings can change . Being in a new env i ronment and meet-
ing new people is one of the best experiences a 
person could face when its accompan ied with serving 
the Lord . A S u m m e r Service exper ience means gain-
ing new conf idence in yourself and o thers ; it 
means learning to put your own feelings aside so you 
can be open to o thers . But mos t of all , S u m m e r Service 
gives you a chance to develop a closer re la t ionship 
with G o d . " 
Dawn Crider - Spring Lake Retreat 
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" M y S u m m e r Service experience I won ' t forget for 
a long t ime. It was a grea t t ime of sharing and car ing 
for o thers ' needs. T h e t imes of g r o u p prayer showed the 
love between all the stafT m e m b e r s . Even the quiet one-to-
one ta lks with some of the s ta l l were very fulfilling. I 
personally learned how to show a g rea te r love for people 
and that prayer really changes the way you feel about 
people. I saw how much prayer helps when you are working 
in a g r o u p for the cause of showing Chr i s t ' s love to a l l . " 
Dale Brubaker - Kenbrook Bible Camp 
" M y S u m m e r Service experiences canno t be exchanged 
or even expressed. I a lways had difficulty living the way 
I knew I should. But, being a round the young people 
at this c a m p I saw how it could be done with embar ra s s -
ment . T h e a t m o s p h e r e there was so grea t ! I wanted 
to, and I hope I have, b rought some of that h o m e with me. 
I t ' s hard to explain that a tmosphe re . It was one of ac-
ceptance and love. Yeah! Love! T h a t ' s what it was. 
Everyone loved and cared for each o ther and wouldn ' t 
purposely hurt anyone. 
I haven ' t really said what I got out of it. I did get m o r e 
than a good t ime. I gained a lot of self-respect . I 
c a m e closer to the Lord. And I have a grea t desire for 
living and for telling o thers of the goodness of the L o r d . " 
Kim Bert - Mile High Pines Camp 
" I went to C a m p Lakeview, Mich igan , this s u m m e r . It 
was such a good experience in many different ways. 
I learned many new things about f a rming to t ake back 
to Ca l i fo rn ia with me. I also learned how impor t an t 
a t t i tudes are, you can m a k e the worst things look good 
jus t by your a t t i tude toward it. All in all I had a g rea t t ime 
and would r ecommend S u m m e r Service to anyone 
interested in growing in m a n y w a y s . " 
Becky Eyer - Camp Lakeview 
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Henry Poettcker Inaugurated 
As Seminary President 
Henry Poe t tcker , the fourth president of 
Mennoni te Biblical Seminary since its 
founding in 1945, was inaugurated Oc-
tober 20 in the Chapel of the Sermon on 
the Moun t on the seminary ' s campus in 
Elkhar t , Indiana . 
Poe t tcker received his Ph .D. in New 
Tes tament f rom Princeton Theological 
Seminary in 1955. H e served as president 
of C a n a d i a n Mennon i t e Bible College in 
W i n n i p e g , M a n i t o b a , 1959-78. F r o m 
1968-74 he served as president of the 
General Confe rence Mennoni te Church , 
and has also held various other conference 
positions. Dur ing one of two sabbat ical 
years he was act ing dean at Bluffton (Ohio) 
College, and during the other he was 
visiting lecturer at theological colleges in 
Ta iwan . 
Graham Arrives in Poland 
The President of Po land ' s Ecumenical 
Council quoted f rom G O O D N E W S F O R 
M O D E R N M A N : " H o w wonderfu l is the 
coming of those who bring good news ." 
This summar ized the welcome of represen-
tatives of Or thodox , Cathol ic , and all 
Pro tes tan t g roups when evangelist Billy 
G r a h a m arrived at the War saw ai rpor t to 
begin a 10-day preaching mission in six 
cities. 
G r a h a m ' s first service was held in the 
W a r s a w Baptist Church , where he spoke 
on a S a t u r d a y morning to a church full of 
ministers and theological s tudents on the 
subject " H o w to C o m m u n i c a t e the Gospel 
in a Secular W o r l d . " All denomina t ions in 
Poland were said to be represented. 
The W a r s a w Baptist Church was filled 
to capaci ty with worshippers standing in 
the aisles, in the doorways , and outside. 
There were a number of Cathol ic nuns and 
p r i e s t s in t h e a u d i e n c e as G r a h a m 
preached his basic message of salvat ion. 
The evangelist i l lustrated the need for 
people within the church to know Chris t 
personally by telling the story of a Cathol ic 
priest who was riding a bus in the United 
Sta tes . A woman asked the priest if he was 
born again and the priest replied that he 
was a priest. The woman , as G r a h a m told 
it, said " I d idn ' t ask you t h a t . " The priest 's 
life was changed, and he was on the 
p la t form in the Warsaw Baptist Church as 
G r a h a m told the story. The Reverend 
Bronislaw Dembowsk i teaches the history 
of philosophy in the A c a d e m y of Cathol ic 
Theology in W a r s a w . 
The first Sunday service was held in a 4-
year-old Baptist Church in Bialystok, 
about 20 miles f rom the Soviet border . The 
crowd was so large tha t the service was 
held ou tdoors and the worshippers stood 
during the entire service. S o m e of them 
had c o m e f rom the Soviet Union and 
Czechoslovakia , and before the preaching 
mission was to end, representatives f rom 
every Eastern European country except 
Albania were expected. 
NIV Sales 
Over One Million 
Pre-publication sales for the New Inter-
national Version Bible have now reached 
1,060,000 copies, according to Ronald N . 
Haynes, Executive Vice President of Sales 
of Zondervan Publishing House. 
"Th i s pre-publication sales figure is a 
record for Zondervan , and certainly a 
milestone for the publishing indust ry ," 
remarked Haynes. "Sell ing one million 
copies of any title is extraordinary, but to 
realize that the millionth copy of the N I V 
Bible has already been sold several weeks 
before the official publication date of 
October 27 is phenomena l . " The New 
Tes tament in the New Internat ional Ver-
sion was published in 1973, and more than 
two million copies have been sold. 
Mother Teresa Awarded 
$350,000 Balzan Prize 
Mother Teresa of Calcut ta will receive 
t h e $ 3 2 5 , 0 0 0 B a l z a n P r i z e f o r 
humani ta r ian ism, peace and brotherhood 
among nations for her dedicated service 
among the "poores t of the poor . " 
The 1978 Balzan Prize winner was 
selected by the General Prize Commi t t ee 
of the E. Balzan Internat ional Foundat ion 
which promotes culture, science and " t h e 
m o s t m e r i t o r i o u s i n i t i a t i v e s o f 
humani ta r ian ism, peace and brotherhood 
throughout the wor ld ." 
The 67-year-old Mothe r Teresa and 
Sisters of her order own nothing personally 
except the one white sari-like habit they 
wear. Over the years . Mo the r Teresa and 
her nuns have cared for thousands of 
penni less f ami l i e s , ill and u n w a n t e d 
children, o rphans and lepers for recupera-
tion care or shelter. The order has taught 
thousands in her schools and treated 
millions in her clinics. 
Another "Born Again" Directory 
Is Target of Criticism 
T h e M e m p h i s ed i t ion of C h r i s t i a n 
Yellow Pages, a business directory for 
"born-aga in Chr i s t ians ," received a new 
blast of criticism this week. 
"Fa i r -minded Chris t ians will not en-
dorse this enterpr ise ," according to a 
s ta tement issued by Har ry E. Moore Jr . , 
s tate regional director for the Nat iona l 
Confe rence of Chris t ians and Jews Inc. 
"The re is nothing Christ ian about i t ," 
Moore said. " I n fact, it is an appeal to 
p r e j u d i c e — b o r n - a g a i n C h r i s t i a n s a re 
better than other people. I find the Chris-
tian Yellow Pages offensive precisely 
because I am a born-again Chr i s t i an . " 
Such directories have proliferated and 
are now published in 34 states. The direc-
tories restrict advertisers to businesses 
whose proprie tors are willing publicly to 
profess being "born-aga in Chr i s t ians ." 
S o m e 40,000 of the 16-page Memphi s 
edition are reported to have been published 
for distr ibution through mail , " C h r i s t i a n " 
bookstores , and the offices of the adver-
tisers. 
W . R . Thomson of Modes to , Calif . , 
nat ional director of the Christ ian Yellow 
Pages, said " i t ' s being blown out of 
proport ion. We ' r e simply publishing lists." 
The latest to show interest in such a 
concept is the grand dragon of the Cal i for-
nia Ku Klux Klan who says he intends to 
publish a directory of businesses favorable 
to the Klan. 
Corrie ten Boom Released 
From Hospital 
Corr ie ten Boom has been released f rom 
the hospital following a stroke and is 
making good progress. She has regained 
nearly total use of her right arm and leg, 
and therapists are confident her ability to 
speak will return. Her new book, Don't 
Wrestle, Just Nestle, will appea r in 
January . It is Corr ie ' s answer to the " A g e 
of Anxie ty" in which we live. 
Americans' Economic Life Styles 
Rapped as 'Murder by Privilege' 
A noted evangelical social activist told a 
conference of members of historic Peace 
Churches meeting in Green Lake, Wis., 
that Amer icans "pa r t i c ipa te in murder by 
privilege" through their economic life 
styles. Dr. Ronald J . Sider, a former 
associate professor of religion and history 
at Messiah College ( G r a n t h a m , Pa.), 
presently on the faculty of Eastern Baptist 
Seminary , and au thor of Rich Christians 
in an Age of Hunger, made this assertion 
in a Bible lecture at the " N e w Call to 
P e a c e m a k i n g " conference held here by 
Brethren, Friends, and Mennoni te groups 
to discuss proposals for the fu ture of 
peacemaking. 
The scholar, a member of the Brethren 
in Chris t , declared that "in the last 50 
years, especially the last 20, the Brethren 
in Christ , the Church of the Brethren, the 
Mennoni tes and the Friends have moved 
m o r e a n d m o r e i n t o t h e e c o n o m i c 
mains t ream of our society. Unfor tuna te ly 
it is not t rue that our society's wealth is 
simply the result of G o d ' s blessing and our 
hard work. To a significant extent , our 
affluence depends on unjust economic 
structures that make us rich and Lat in 
Amer icans hungry ." 
Dr. Sider also charged that "we have 
talked about peace and then gladly enjoyed 
the fruits of violence. Claiming to believe 
tha t it is the peacemakers who are blessed, 
we have to a terrible degree happily 
accepted the benefits of a violent s tatus 
q u o . " 
Baptist Leaders Protest 
New Vatican Appointment 
President Car t e r ' s decision to appoint 
former New York City M a y o r Rober t 
Wagner as his new personal representat ive 
to the Vatican was criticized by J a m e s E. 
Wood , Jr . , executive director of the Bap-
tist Joint C o m m i t t e e on Public Affairs , 
and by Southern Baptist Convent ion Presi-
dent J i m m y R. Allen. 
In San Antonio, Texas, where Allen 
serves as pastor of First Baptist Church , 
the Southern Baptist Convent ion president 
expressed his continuing belief that the 
practice of sending an envoy to the Vatican 
is "uncons t i tu t ional and unwise." 
14 Evangelical Visitor 
Woods 
Arc V 
The woods are wet today, 
And golden brown with leaves 
That tip from trees 
And slowly flutter down, 
Soggy and wet and dirty underfoot, 
Deep red oaks and golden yellow maples 
Copper brown the beech leaves glow 
Against the sleek gray trunk. 
A sudden breeze spurs by 
And down they dance, 
A whirling hail of leaves, 
To settle lightly on the forest floor 
And make a carpet 
That will turn to dust and dirt 
Before the year is over. 
But God is rich. 
My Father makes these lovely things, 
Designs them in their splendid vast variety, 
And throws them away 
When He is done with them. 
My body too 
Is glorious and temporary; 
Beyond belief in power and delicacy, 
And destined to join these swirling brown-edged 
leaves 
Beneath the forest floor. 
So let it be; 
For Thou, my Father, hast adopted me 
Forever. 
If I had leaves like that. 
Delicate green, new in the spring, 
Hardy deep green tree-food factories 
All the summer long, 
Revealing their fiery radiance in September 
When all the green 
Of health and vigor and strength is gone, 
I wouldn't throw them down 
Here in the mud . . . n As Thou, the Maker, art beyond the transience 
Of the things that Thou hast made, 
So Thou hast honored me, 
Inviting me to join Thee 
In Thy forever family— 
An heir of God, 
And fellow heir with Jesus. 
Can it be? 
Oh, Father, let it be! 
—Dwight Paine 
RICHARD G THUMA 
R 1 BOX 87 
MARIETTA PA 17SH7 
Umsiedler families, those 
emigrating from Russia to 
Germany, are met and 
befriended by an MCC 
. family, the 
[ W & k Doerksens. $416 
B g g c R k supports the 
• U f | r l | Doerksens for 
l one month. 
Mennonite Disaster Service 
crews are rebuilding and 
repairing homes for rural 
families, victims of North 
Carolina floods last t 
November. $250 buys £ 
repair supplies for one . ^ L 
home. 
Sunday school kits are used by 
MCC school teachers in Nigeria, who 
train their students to teach Sunday 
school. $5 stuffs one kit with scissors, 
crayons, pencils and paper. 
A school lunch program 
provides balanced meals for 
undernourished Egyptian 
children. $10 allows d 
MCC to ship flour, meat I 
and milk for 232 
school lunches. t H i 
Toys, crafts and books are 
needed for gifts for children in 
the orphanage at Recife. 
Brazil. $3 buys a toy or book 
for one child. 
Lifework, a publication of MCC Peace 
Section, explores contemporary 
.peacemaking patterns for youth. $17 
buys Lifework posters for 100 young 
people. 
S i * , 
Rats are a major a H ^ 
problem for Be- ^ B 
bedo. Colombia. 
families. j 
[ P MENCOLDES. • 
M * a Colom- M 
k m bian Men-
W f nonite de-
^ velopment agency, pays a 
" bounty on rats killed. $6 
B k will pay the bounty for 
E l 200 dead rats. 
Poor Indonesian 
children would 
attend school if they 
were able. Your $8 
scholarship sends one 
child to school for one 
year. 
Sugarcane 
harvesters in Louisiana 
need a regular income to 
support their families. 
!$75 a week supports an 
employment 
counselor. 
Your Ch r i s tmas l ist , that is. 
As you add family members 
to your giving list 
save room for a brother or aunt 
or nephew 
or cousin in Christ. 
MCC invites your family, 
Sunday school, small group 
and church to share 
God's love 
by choosing one or more 
of these holiday projects. 
Mark your contributions 
clearly for MCC, 
specifying projects of your choice. 
Gifts can be sent 
through conference channels 
or directly to MCC. 
Mennonite Central Commit tee 
21 South 12th Street 
Akron. PA 17501 
or 
201 -1483 Pembina Highway 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2C8 
